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 Justice is a concept that can be defined in many ways and is referred to in countless 

different ways by countless different people, yet it still plays a big role in the world. The reason 

justice is referred to differently is because everyone has a different view of what is just or what 

isn’t. Everyone in the world has an opinion on what’s right and what’s wrong, and it affects their 

decisions. So when any good powerful leader comes up to make a decision, justice will always 

be a factor that is considered. There are so many different things people can see as justice, and 

there’s so many ways the justice can be split and divided. 

 In definition, justice means to be just, or right. It’s a concept of moral rightness that can 

be based on religion, ethics, rationality, etc. Justice is a wide concept, and can be related to fair 

play, equality, ethics, morals, and anything connected to these terms. Justice in ethics can be 

considered one thing, and justice in religion can be considered another. Then there’s also justice 

on rationality, law, natural law, and equity. All these types of justice can be branched into 

smaller, more specific forms of justice, like fair play, equality, liberty, or order. The fact that 

each person can have their own opinion on justice just extends what justice defines. Justice is 

like, metaphorically speaking, a never ending tree with never ending branches. If not never 

ending, it would at the very least be a very tall one, much like the beanstalk Jack planted. I like 
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to think of justice as this because this way, there’s much more possibilities. There’s more to 

explore, more to experience about justice and what it involves. 

 In a tree, you have a few main branches that come from the trunk. In this justice tree, the 

main branches are usually also vague topics that need going in to. As I stated before, everyone 

has a different opinion on justice. I am a human, and like all humans, I have an opinion on what 

the main branches of the tree are. In my opinion, the main types of justice that stand out are 

justice in laws, justice in one’s own ethics, and justice of the public’s opinion as a whole.  

 The first type of justice is justice in government, or laws. Lawful or legal justice is based 

around the rules and laws that governments make that are made to keep order. When the laws are 

broken, people are brought to “justice”, or punished. The problem with legal justice is that 

sometimes the laws are unfair towards people. Some people don’t agree with laws that are 

passed, and they cause controversy, even today. Laws are made to ensure justice, but they have 

flaws. Justice is supposed to be moral rightness, and laws can’t always be perfect because people 

will disagree with the laws’ rightness. For example, the laws about abortion, animal testing, or 

even illegal immigrants. People still argue about the righteousness of these laws. In Hunger 

Games, however, what the people think of the rules made are clearly shown. The people of all 

the districts, except maybe Districts 1 and 2, don’t agree with the rules Panem has set up. What 

the people consider right or wrong depend mainly on their own ethical thoughts. 

 I think the most interesting out of all the tree branches would be this branch: the one 

about each individual’s ethical beliefs. This is the reason I think it is interesting: Imagine a 

scenario where a poor homeless man asks a hard worker for money. The homeless man’s ethical 

thoughts would be that it’d be right for the worker to give money to him. The worker, however, 
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wouldn’t want to give hard earned pay to a homeless person. People could argue that it’s 

unethical for the homeless man to not just go and get a job. Others might argue that it’s unethical 

and selfish for the worker not to donate to the homeless man. The purpose of this is example is to 

show that people have their own ethical values and their own thoughts on what’s right and 

wrong. Peoples’ own ethical opinions play a big role in just about everything, which is why this 

type of justice is so important. The personal ethics branch of the justice tree also extends into 

personality and decisions. A person’s ethics is based on what their personality is like, and people 

often make decisions based off their ethics. People, in groups, don’t always agree with each 

other, like the Democrats and Republicans. The people who do agree with each other tend to 

make group opinions. 

 The third main branch of the justice tree is the all about public opinion, or, in other 

words, group thoughts about justice. A good example would be the people in the Capitol. The 

majority of the people in the Capitol somehow think it’s ethical to send kids to fight for the death 

every year. As a group, they’ve decided that it’s right to have tributes kill each other for their 

entertainment. For other districts and people like Cinna, however, the Hunger Games is 

something to be ashamed of. They, as a group, disagree with the Capitol’s way to rule things and 

eventually decided to do something about it. Group opinions can be very powerful. They can 

start from one person’s ethical beliefs and spread, which can cause great events to happen. In the 

Civil War, the Southern states decided they didn’t like the way the Union ruled and decided to 

secede after Lincoln was elected. The Confederacy, as a group, decided that they didn’t like the 

way the Union was against slavery, and used those motives to take action. The actions taken are 

again tested by legal justice and the tree of justices repeats itself once again. 
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 The tree of justice splits itself and entwines again in so many ways that it’s hard for 

people to find what’s right and wrong. Justice and come in many forms, most of which most 

people don’t even pay attention to. Justice can come from virtually anywhere. People all think of 

justice just as an item used to make things right, but what many people don’t realize is that 

justice is also what sometimes leads our decisions, our thoughts, our mind, our personality, our 

character, and our society. It plays a bigger role than we, as people, can ever imagine. Justice has 

been, and always will, be with us, even though we may not notice it. 


