
Jump 

History Chapter 15 Review 
 

Part I: Events 
The events are in chronological order. 

Northern and 
Southern Differences 

(economy, society) 

 More cities in North – immigration 

 South has more crops – agricultural 

 North has more interconnected railroads 

 Harder for South to transport materials 

 North has more advantages 

 West states were more tied to the North 

 South had hierarchy (slaves, slave owners, etc.), North had factory jobs 

Abolitionist 
Movement 

 As more slaves tried to escape, more Northerners started to help them 

 Second Great Awakening had taught morality 

 South believes that slavery leads the economy 

 Congressmen started to discuss 

Wilmot Proviso and 
the Free Soil Party 

 David Will Mott was Congressman from Pennsylvania 

 Tried to declare Mexican Cession free from slaves 

 Wilmot Proviso didn’t pass’ passed the HOR but not the Senate 

 Northern Congressmen started to speak out against slavery 

 Creation of new political party – Free Soil Party 

 They were against the growth of slavery, not slavery itself 

 Able to nominate people to run for president (Martin Van Buren) 

Compromise of 1850 

 California Gold Rush – California could become a state because of 
population boom 

 Northern wanted California admitted into the Union, because it was going 
to be a free state 

 Henry Clay – Steven Douglas – made Compromise of 1850 

 South Underground Railroad was also in Compromise California could be 
admitted as a state, but slave laws in the North were to be more strict 

 Punished slaves and people who helped them call Fugitive Slave Act; kept 
both people at peace for a while; like a Band-Aid 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

 A publication of a book Uncle Tom’s Cabin Harriet Beecher Stowe 

 Came from strong abolitionist family 

 Wrote a fictional story about slave life and how harsh it was 

 Book becomes a worldwide best-seller; opened up peoples’ eyes to slavery 
and made them sympathetic 

 South claimed it was exaggeration, but Stowe later published Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin: A Key, which told them it was true 

 When Abraham Lincoln met Stowe he said “Oh, so you’re the little woman 
who started this big war.” 



Kansas Nebraska Act 
and “Bleeding” 

Kansas 

 1854; piece of legislation by Stephen Douglas – Kansas Nebraska Act 

 Wanted there to be a railroad built connecting California to the Union 

 Knew the area between the two had to develop faster. 

 Missouri Compromise said region was supposed to stay free 

 Said people there can decide on slavery or not – popular sovereignty 

 The North didn’t like it but the South did 

 Sudden rush of people into the West to populate it 

 Violence breaks out in “Bleeding” Kansas; Northerners and Southerners 
fought against each other and the slavery issue became violent 

 Southern Congressman Preston Brooks beat up other Congressman, Charles 
Sumner; called Brooks vs. Sumner; many people called Brooks a hero 

 John Brown – strong abolitionist felt it was his mission in life to stop slavery; 
actually leads a few attacks in “Bleeding” Kansas 

 When Kansas finally voted, thousands of people in Missouri crossed the 
border to vote; chaos 

Republican Party 

 Republican party began right after Kansas – Nebraska Act 

 Whig party was on decline 

 Didn’t want any new territory 

 Nominated John C. Fremont; was able to win 33% of vote 

 Surprising because Republican party was only 2 years old 

 Democrats in the south threatened to secede 

Dred Scott case 

 Former slave Dred Scott – Scott v. Sanford 

 Made it to the Supreme Court 

 Dred Scott’s master was an army doctor and traveled with Dred Scott a lot, 
sometimes into free states 

 After his master died, he could sue for freedom 

 Robert Taney, head of the Supreme Court, said slaves weren’t citizens and 
said Congress had no right to decide which territory was free or not 

 Said the Missouri Act and Compromise of 1850 were both unconstitutional; 
made Taney a hero in the South 

 Dred Scott fell into the possession of his master’s wife and died a slave 

Lincoln-Douglas 
Debates 

 Senators chosen by state legislature 

 Lincoln was never a strong abolitionist 

 The debates were always well-attended 

 Lincoln becomes popular through some of the Lincoln-Douglas debates 

 Freeport debate – Lincoln brought up the Dred Scott case 

 Asked Douglas’s opinion 

 Southern voters heard about Douglas against Congress deciding slave 
territories 

 Stephen Douglas wins the next re-election 

Harper’s Ferry 

 Happened in Virginia 

 John Brown, the strong abolitionist. Led Harper’s Ferry 

 Harper’s Ferry was a planned operation to capture an arsenal to arm up 
slaves and start a slave rebellion 

 Even Harriet Tubman was going to go, but she became sick 

 Didn’t go off well; slaves weren’t well informed 



 U.S. military could surround arsenal and made them surrender 

 John Brown put on trial – executed eventually 

 South was scared, started own militaries/militias 

 John Brown becomes a hero in the eyes of many Northerners and slaves 

 The first real spark to ignite the civil war 

Election of 1860 and 
Secession 

 Election of 1860 – each candidate needed an opinion on slavery 

 Abraham Lincoln was for Republican Party 

 South threatened if Lincoln won, they would secede 

 Four candidates were Abraham Lincoln (Republican), John C. Breckinridge 
(Southern Democratic), John Bell(Constitutional Union), and Stephen 
Douglas (Northern Democratic) 

 Constitutional Union were the middle states who didn’t want people to vote 
based on sectionalism 

 Lincoln wins 

 The South was terrified South Carolina talks about secession with Southern 
states 

 Drafted own constitution. Total 11 confederate states 

 Lincoln has to deal with problem; eventually will be attack on south 
 
Part II: Vocabulary 
For the vocab that don’t have definitions, looks above for reference 
 
Wilmot Proviso 
Free-Soil Party 
Compromise of 1850 
Fugitive Slave Act 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
Popular sovereignty 
Kansas-Nebraska Act 
John Brown 
Brooks vs. Sumner 
Republican Party 
Dred Scott case and decision 
Lincoln-Douglas debates 
Harper’s Ferry 
Platform – something that states the aims of a political party 
Election of 1860 
Confederate States of America – the 11 states that seceded from the Union; for slavery 
Crittenden Plan – an unsuccessful proposal aimed to resolve the secession crisis over slavery 
Jefferson Davis – president of Confederate States of America 


