
 In the story “The Fan Club” by Rona Mayard, there are quite a few things the main character 

(Laura) does that make her seem a bit hypocritical. In the story, she goes against her own ethics and 

beliefs just so she can fit in with the crowd. In the first part of the story, Laura goes and describes how 

she thinks society is corrupted and unfair against those who have a disadvantage. An example would be 

when she says, “It was so false, so pointless. How could they sing of the land of the free, when there was 

still discrimination?” Near the end of the story, she goes against what she’d just made an entire speech 

about just to try and fit in by hating on Rachel. 

People could easily decide that Laura had made the wrong decision, but in her defense, fitting in 

with the crowd is all she’d ever wanted to do. The decision was hers to make and though the decision 

may have been unethical and totally against her thoughts, people have do what they need to do. In 

other words, here’s how it would work. Problem A: Laura is picked on. Solution A: Laura needs to fit in. 

Problem B: Laura cannot fit in. Solution B: She can pick on Rachel to fit in. To achieve the Solution A, 

Laura needs to first achieve Solution B. The problem with this is that Solution B is in many ways morally 

incorrect. Her reaction, however, was pushed towards the wrong direction by a motivation. 

 Laura’s ethics were completely against what she did, and yet she acted the opposite way she 

was supposed to. In the beginning of the story, you can tell immediately that Laura is somewhat of a 

social outcast. This is seen in the quote: “In a few minutes, she would have to face them again—Diane 

Goddard with her sleek blond hair and Terri Pierce in her candy-pink sweater. And Carol and Steve and 

Bill and Nancy…” The reader can imply with this that Laura desperately wants to fit in, but ends up 

criticizing the group because she can’t. The main motivation that made her was exactly this. It’s like 

taunting a leashed dog with a bone. If you keep the bone just out of the dog’s reach, the dog will get 

frustrated. Laura wasn’t able to fit in, so she got frustrated and criticized the crowd. If you suddenly give 

the dog the opportunity to take the bone, it’s only sensible for the dog to leap at the offer. Laura was 

just a bit hesitant to accept the offer because she’d realized that it was wrong. 

In the end, her decision got her into the crowd, but at the cost of a guilty conscience, a betrayed 

friend, and a hypocritical reputation. The price wasn’t right and most people would agree that she’d 

picked the “Benedict Arnold” way out. History tends to repeat itself, and in history, betrayals always 

come at a heavy price. Laura knew what she did was wrong, and though she’d probably reflect on it later 

as dumb decision, making amends would be hard. People don’t exactly jump at a chance to become 

friends with a Benedict Arnold, and if Laura ever tries to turn back on her choices, it’d be hard to set 

things the way they were. 

Rona Mayard intended for Laura to be a poor girl torn between right and wrong. Laura had a 

few seconds to make a crucial decision that would determine her climbing up the social ladder, using 

Rachel as a step stool, or walking the moral road with another outcast. In the end, Laura totally 

backstabbed her own ethics as well as Rachel. In fact, the story was about the incapacitation of Laura’s 

morality and Rachel’s betrayal. Any story that ends with betrayal and incapacitation probably won’t end 

well, and “The Fan Club” sure didn’t. 


