
 

Being Mean Essay: Solution 

 

 The Soto kids from the story “Being Mean” by Gary Soto learn to be violent and learn to do bad 

things. The reason they learn to become bad is because they are neglected and left alone when their 

parents are at work. To stop them from running loose, the solution is to stop neglecting them or 

teaching them the right way to handle situations. There are many difficulties that the parents might 

face, such as lack of money or good parental figures. However, there are still many ways they can figure 

out a solution. The parents can either send the kids to a summer camp/day care program, hire someone 

to watch them, or send them to a decent relative’s residential area to prevent them from being 

neglected. 

 One of the best solutions the parents can do is to send the kids to some sort of summer camp or 

academy where the kids can be watched and maybe educated if it’s an academy. The parents can also 

send them to a day care program; there they can play with toys that normal kids play with under the 

supervision of adults. A problem that might come up is the parents might not have enough money to 

send all three kids to a place for the whole summer. There are certain government programs that help 

families like the Sotos with lending them money, or deducting tax if they qualify. The parents should 

definitely push for send the kids to an educational environment if possible. 

 An alternative solution to keeping the kids under supervision is hiring some sort of babysitter or 

nanny that can work until the parents get back from work from Monday through Friday. With the 

presence of a babysitter, the Soto kids wouldn’t be able to catch anything on fire or get into any fights 

without being discreet. A problem that might occur is when the babysitter’s cleaning up after the Soto 

kids, the kids might sneak away or get run out of the house. If the parents put an ad for a babysitter in 

the newspaper or ask around for one, the might find one that’s strict enough or can run faster than the 

Soto kids. Most people around their twenties or thirties are looking for jobs, so finding a healthy person 

who has the ability to keep the kids under control shouldn’t be that hard. If the parents have a financial 

problem, they can ask certain government programs to help with their money situation. 

 The most efficient and un-money wasting method of keeping the kids under control is to send 

them to a relative’s or friend’s house. The relative or friend might be retired and would agree to having 

some company or someone who is available during the day. Until the parents get off of work, the kids 

can stay over at the relative/friend’s house under their supervision. This might be the best solution for 

the parents if they can’t find any finical aid because if the person is a relative, chances are the person 
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won’t ask more money and will treat the situation more like a favor. A problem the Soto kids’ parents 

might encounter is finding a decent relative to send the kids to. Even if you had a relative who wasn’t 

the best person, the relative probably wouldn’t want the kids to break anything in their own house. As a 

result, the relative will subconsciously stop the kids from doing certain things to prevent any of their 

possessions being taken or broken. 

 There are actually many ways the government, friends, family, and even others (if they’re paid) 

can help out with the Soto family’s neglecting problem. Many doors are open to the Soto family and if 

they go the right way, they just might end up in the room they want to be in. If the Soto kids are 

continually neglected and their parent’s wrath isn’t enough to stop them, it’s highly possible that they’ll 

grow up to be violent and continue the line of violent Sotos. The world could do much better without 

more violent people, so finding a way to supervise the Soto kids properly is the best solution for the 

Soto family. 


