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Being Mean Essay 

 

 The story “Being Mean” by Gary Soto is about three kids, ages four, five, and six, who are left at 

home while their parents are out working. The three kids learn bad ways to entertain themselves at 

home. They learn to “fight, wrestle, climb tall trees, eat raw bacon, jump from the couch, sword fight 

with rolled-up newspapers, steal from neighbor, kick chickens, and throw rocks at passing cars”. Later in 

the story, however, the author describes how they performed more malicious actions, such as throw 

around cherry tomatoes, set their own house on fire, and pick fights with other kids around the 

neighborhood. At the end of the day when their mother came and saw the mess they had made from 

throwing cherry tomatoes and setting the house on fire, she started to rage and punish the main 

character and his brother. After reading this story, I concluded that the main focus of what the author’s 

saying is if kids are neglected, they might be misguided to do bad deeds, and that if kids weren’t 

neglected, they wouldn’t be misguided. In the story, the author also explains semi-subliminally ways 

that the kids are neglected, some of which include: they were never under parental supervision they 

were influenced by their neighbors, and how they were influenced by their own relatives. 

 One of the main reasons the kids in the story were neglected was because they weren’t under 

any sort of parental supervision. As the kids describe it “we had a streak of orneriness that we imagined 

to be normal play.” If there had been a parent or guardian there that actually cared about their safety, 

the parent would never have let the Soto kids participate in the terrible activities that they had learned 

to do. If the kids had tried to do something bad, their parents would have made sure they didn’t 

whether by punishment or prevention. Even if other kids in the neighborhood had tried to provoke them 

into violence or dangerous activities, the parent probably would’ve acted to prevent it. In the story, you 

can see that the kids weren’t supervised by anyone and were left to do anything they wanted to. When 

kids ages four, five, and six are left on their own, chances are they’re not going to behave and sit neatly 

the whole day. Because they learn how to fight and resort to violence at a young age, they’ll probably 

apply it to other situations later in life. 

 Another reason that they kids did the bad deeds was because they were influenced by their 

neighbors. In the story, the author describes how the kids were taught by the Molinas how to “have fun” 

and how the kids frequently fought with other children in the neighborhood. If the Molinas hadn’t been 



there to teach the kids how to do bad things, there probably would’ve been a smaller chance in them 

learning new bad things to do. If there weren’t any other bad kids in the neighborhood to fight with, 

then the kids wouldn’t have gotten into any fights. Even if they’d started to fight each other, they would 

at least have some kind of restraint in their mind that said they weren’t just fighting someone random 

on the street, but were instead fighting their own siblings. Their chances of become violent or at least 

learning how to cause physical damage to others would have been decreased drastically. 

 The main reason that the kids described were violent was because, as the author wrote, “It 

seemed that the Sotos were inherently violent. I remember, for instance, watching my aunts going at 

one another in my grandmother's backyard while the men looked on with beers in their hands and 

mumbled to one another, perhaps noting the beauty of a jab or a roundhouse punch.” This whole 

excerpt shows that the kids in the story definitely did not have very good uncles or aunts. When kids are 

born, the few people they recognize are their parents and their relatives. If all their relatives were 

violent and fought each other constantly, the kids would learn from them and act with more rash 

behavior. If they had better relatives that acted as good role models for them, they wouldn’t have 

learned to get into fights. Granted, the Soto kids still might’ve learned how to provoke violence from 

television or each other, but at least they wouldn’t get the idea that their whole family was born violent 

and got into a lot of fights. 

 Many details in the story “Being Mean” talk about how the kids were neglected and put under 

the influence of bad people, relatives and neighbors. If nothing is done to change the Soto kids’ lifestyle, 

they’ll probably turn into gangsters, mafia, Mexican drug lords, or some sort of violent crime group that 

involves drugs, money, and guns. At the very least, they would become those people who carry “shanks” 

and “heaters”, and walk around like they’re cool guys. As most people would think of it, that wouldn’t 

be a good thing. So though the story talks about the kids picking fistfights and throwing around cherry 

tomatoes, I predict if they are continually neglected, the fists will turn into guns and the cherry 

tomatoes will become grenades. The boxes with ants they set on fire might become real houses that 

people live in, and they would continue the “line of violence” into their future generations, which would 

probably call for The Chronicles of Being Mean. 


